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Abstract:
The construction of subjectivity in the process of establishing electronic networks can be
localized in the context of current societal transformations. Today, very different forms of
computer networks, mainly the services of the Internet, are used for "virtual cooperation".
Sociologically speaking, the design of these technologies is based first of all on models of
how social exchange works. Accordingly, it includes also models of the sociality of
subjectivity. From a “governmediality” perspective the relationship between the social and the
technical can also be questioned the other way round: What kinds of conceptions of sociality
and subjectivity are produced in the context of technology design? And how are they part of
the current (neoliberal) knowledge order? How can this be analyzed in the course of the
investigation of technology production? What are the images and practices of the software
designers when creating applications for ‘community building’ and ‘virtual teams’? These
questions aim at an extension of the research framework of micro-sociological studies of
technology. In referring to Michel Foucaults studies on power and governmentality I argue
that the integration of his later works opens up new potentials for critical analysis of current
sociotechnical transformations. This means to focus on the epistemic and normative orders
underlying the developmental process of virtual networks. Consequently, I consider technical
and social processes of construction as continously overlapping, simultaneously emerging and
mutual productive.
In my paper I will exemplify some central theoretical and empirical outcomes of my
qualitative field study on “virtual cooperation” platforms carried out in the computer science.
I will argue, that the making of electronic networking is not only based on normalized
conceptions of the social. The result of the technology design rather appears itself a continous
procedure of networking which is at least grounded in a performative and ongoing process of
the making of ‘netsubjectivity’. To put it more in general, the “social” becomes a central
object of knowledge about the self. Further, in the course of networking the sociality of the
participants occures as an object of development and self-practice. In consequence, I
understand the construction of electronic networking as part of the current ‘technologies of
the self’, i.e. as technologies of the social self.
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